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A New Map for Aotearoa/New Zealand? 
The case for an astrology chart for Cook’s arrival 

By Graham Ibell 

Summary 
A brief description of the most commonly used mundane charts for New Zealand is given. A new 

map is proposed, drawn for the first footfall of the colonial power on New Zealand soil when the 

British Captain Cook landed from The Endeavour on late afternoon of the 8th October 1769 in 

Poverty Bay. The confusion around dating this landing is discussed, and a justification for the 

unorthodox choice of the astronomically ‘incorrect’ date proposed. A few key rectification events 

are outlined, and evidence of the chart’s aptness and efficacy given. 

Introduction 
Since first starting my studies in mundane astrology I have been slightly unsatisfied with the charts 

generally used by astrologers for New Zealand. This dissatisfaction comes from a vague or 

debatable choice of moment for which to cast the chart, a lack of symbolic radicality , as well as 1

their capacity to ‘work’ - to show sensitivity to historic events. 

Perhaps most publicised has been the Dominion chart (26th September 1907) of Baigent, 

Campion and Harvey’s (see chart), from their influential book ‘Mundane Astrology’ . The chart’s 2

draws its mandate from being the moment at which New Zealand moved from the status of a 

colony to that of dominion. This chart’s claim as the most recognised chart for New Zealand was 

partly reinforced when it was included in Campion’s Book of World Horoscopes. Although the 

chart figured there is for midnight (Gemini rising), Campion mentions the book Mundane 

Astrology’s timing for this chart from the public proclamation on the steps of parliament at 11am 

that same day (Capricorn rising - see chart). 

 Radicality (from radix or root) is a term used in horary astrology which refers to a chart that arises from the 1

very root or core of a problem and in so doing suitably reflects the situation or question. Usefully, Derek 
Appleby slightly redefined it as referring to the state of a chart being “a true fittingness of symbol to the 
situation for which it is being interpreted” (in Horary Astrology: The Art of Astrological Divination). I am 
excited by the implications of applying this notion to non-horary charts. In the case of national charts 
radicality suggests a nation is well-described by the chart in question.

 see References for all citations.2

graham@grahamibell.com Page  of 1 15



A New Map For Aotearoa/New Zealand

I have worked with this chart a lot, in research 

and with students, and managed to find in it apt 

descriptions of New Zealand as a nation and 

culture, and seen it work quite well against some 

events. But I have never been entirely satisfied by 

the choice of date. Whilst at the time the 

transition to Dominion status seemed a strong 

symbolical of the path towards independence, it 

meant, in fact, very little for New Zealand 

constitutionally: 

“The shift from colony to dominion was a change of 

name only. It had no practical effect. New Zealand was 

no more and no less independent from Britain than it 

had been before.”  3

Moreover, the day has hardly proved itself as 

arising out of collective mythology - so often the case in best best of national charts; it was only 

nationally celebrated for a few years afterwards before the day’s meaning slipped into 

insignificance. 

It’s my understanding of a mundane chart that it must come from a publicly- or constitutionally-

marked moment in the arising or evolving of nationhood, and then should stand a test of 

radicality, showing apt signification of what is known and experienced of that nation and its 

people. Furthermore, important historical events of a wide variety - political, constitutional, social, 

material, even psychological - should be able to be located in the chart itself, along with 

symbolically indicated directions and transits. 

A better candidate on those grounds must surely be the Treaty of Waitangi chart, a map that is 

increasingly in use amongst New Zealand astrologers (see chart). This chart arises from the time of 

the first signing of the Treaty between Maori tribes and the British Crown, granting British 

sovereignty to the islands and Crown protection for the tangata whenua (the original inhabitants). 

Although problematic, the Treaty has immense constitutional, legal and symbolic importance for 

all New Zealanders, hence it presents a potent horoscope. The date and place are beyond 

dispute - 6th February 1840 in Waitangi; the time, however, has been open to much speculation. . 4

 https://nzhistory.govt.nz/culture/dominion-day3

  The time I have been using, 10:52am, was given to me by mundane astrologer Richard Paul which, I 4

understand, came from a combination of conversations with Claudia Orange, author and academic authority 
on the Treaty, and rectification refinements.
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New Zealand (Dominion)
Natal Chart

Thursday, 26 September 1907

11:00:00 AM LMT
Wellington, New Zealand
Tropical Placidus Mean Node
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Although I have used this chart for some 

time alongside the Dominion chart 

above, I haven’t sufficient experience of it 

or a full trust in the proposed time to 

make much comment. But I have no 

doubt whatsoever that it’s a most 

important chart for New Zealand, and can 

see that it carries apt symbolism 

descriptive of aspects of the national 

psyche and cultural/social/political 

environment, and is sensitive to transits 

and progressions . Given the situation 5

behind this chart, I would also 

understand it to carry deep significance 

as a picture of relations between Maori 

and Pakeha, between first nation cultural 

and colonial values. Whilst it would be 

interesting - in fact is necessary -  an 

exploration of this chart is beyond the scope of this article. 

Cook’s Arrival - A New Chart 
Over the last few years I have increasingly been impressed by another chart for New Zealand, the 

main focus of this article. This is drawn for the moment of footfall of British colonial power on New 

Zealand soil. Whilst the Dutchman Abel Tasman is credited as being the first official European to 

discover New Zealand, he sailed off after a brief sail-by, without ever having landed nor making 

any claim on the islands. It wasn’t until Captain James Cook sailed into what is now called Poverty 

Bay and came ashore early one spring evening in 1769, that the outside and western world had 

penetrated the largest ‘undiscovered’ land in the world at the time, imposing inevitable and far-

reaching changes upon the inhabitants. Although there had almost certainly been previous new-

comers from beyond New Zealand, this moment really symbolises a most signifiant beginning of 

the nation we now have today. 

The intention of Cook’s expedition - to observe the transit of Venus, by which more accurate 

assessments about the solar system would be possible - add a certain intrigue to astrologers. That 

he also observed the more common transit of Mercury here in New Zealand, about a month after 

 And curious synastry aspects, such as Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern’s rectified Ascendant at 19º 5

Sagittarius exact conjunct the Treaty 19º Sagittarius Saturn, ruler of its MC (leadership).
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New Zealand (Treaty)
Natal Chart

Thursday, 6 February 1840

10:52:00 AM LMT
Waitangi, New Zealand
Tropical Placidus Mean Node
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A New Map For Aotearoa/New Zealand

landing, adds even more. However, what subtly but significantly charges the event of his arrival 

with astrological import, notwithstanding its imperious ambition, is that, after observing the transit 

of Venus in Tahiti, he opened the sealed document given to him before leaving to reveal perhaps 

the real reason for the voyage: to discover the great southern content, terra australis incognita.  

The choice of this historic moment for a national birth chart will certainly not be appreciated by 

all; colonisation of any first nation is a highly contentious and culturally traumatising move that 

many would say is too loaded to be able to yield an objective picture of the nation. This 

notwithstanding, I hold that it still offers a seminal moment in the meeting of the two cultures that 

have led, over the past 250 years, to the country New Zealand is today, and hope that the 

resulting chart can be appreciated separately from the political and emotional heat the event itself 

generates. 

I certainly don’t believe that there need only be one ‘right’ chart for a nation or other mundane 

entity : a nation can certainly go through iterations, mutations or evolutions of such a scale 6

politically, geographically or socially that often several can be justified and seen to ‘work’, as we 

see with countries like France or the UK. To quote Nicholas Campion, one of the main researches 

into national charts and mundane astrology:  

“During the course of my research for The Book of 

World Horoscopes I became aware that the 

concept of national birth charts is to some extent 

misleading. Instead, I conclude that any state may 

have a series of national horoscopes resulting 

from critical moments in that state’s political 

reorganisation. Some horoscopes might be more 

important than others, but in some cases a state 

might have horoscopes which function equally as 

major national charts.”  7

Thus I am not proposing the chart I discuss at length 

below as the chart for New Zealand, but as an 

additional one that I believe is justifiable 

conceptually, historically, and, as it can be shown to 

be highly radical as well as remarkably sensitive to 

transits and directions when applied to historic events, astrologically. 

 In fact, if I could provocatively slip this in, I’m not sure that there is only one ‘right’ chart for a human!6

 N. Campion, 1990: “National Horoscopes: Birth Charts of Significant Moments?”, The Astrological 7

Journal, September/October 1990, page 284. 
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Historic Research 
A look through Campion’s Book of World Horoscopes reveals that the majority of national charts 

arise from a political move, whether a constitutional change (eg. France), a coup-d’état (Fiji) or 

revolt (Mexico), a coronation (England or Japan), or an independence declaration or treaty (USA 

or Iraq). As well as a good reflection of the notion that a nation may have several incarnations - 

and therefore charts - based on these constitutional shifts, this is also, no doubt, a consequence of 

how infrequent it is that we can date a country’s initial settlement or colonial invasion. So often 

such information wasn’t recorded, pre-dates written records, or rests in an oral tradition somewhat 

separate from the western calendar. New Zealand is in a fairly unique position in that, like 

Australia, its colonial history is relatively recent and well documented . 8

The historical justification for this chart comes from the story of New Zealand’s settlement. It is 

commonly accepted that the Maori arrived from East Polynesia from around 1300 . Although the 9

immense astronomical skills of those first settlers would almost certainly have meant the arrival 

moment would have been noted and could well have been passed on orally - and would have 

offered a most interesting and significant birth map - sadly, fixing a date on this moment is 

currently not possible . In terms of western contact, Abel Tasman’s siting of New Zealand in 1642 10

didn’t result in setting foot on land, let alone making any decisive claim which could be both 

timed and seen as symbolically suggestive of a birth of a nation . It wasn’t for another 127 years, 11

until Captain James Cook arrived on the Endeavour from England, via Tahiti, where he observes 

the transit of Venus (not an irrelevant detail), that we have any documented evidence of the arrival 

of a westerner. Moreover, from a nationhood perspective it would be hard to eclipse the gravity of 

Cooks’ arrival, when the country was claimed ‘for king and country’. Thus, in the essence of this 

arrival can be found the birth of New Zealand as we find it today, with its mix of indigenous and 

exotic peoples and cultures. 

 See https://www.astro.com/astro-databank/Nation:_Australia_(British_Colonisation) for the example of an 8

Australian chart.

 See https://teara.govt.nz/en/when-was-new-zealand-first-settled/print 9

 It may be interesting to note a few outer-planet placements at the time: Pluto is likely to have been in 10

Aquarius or Pisces. A Uranus-Neptune conjunction in Scorpio is possible (within 10º between 1303-12, exact 
in 1307), with Jupiter and Saturn also conjunct in Scorpio in 1306, with a fascinating lunar eclipse in October 
1306 involving 7 planets in Scorpio.

 Although perhaps the chart is worthy of exploration in itself: 13th December 1642, towards noon, thought 11

to be off the coast of Punakaiki. 11:30am at 42º20’S 169º50’E gives Saturn right on a 18º Pisces Ascendant.
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Place 

After sighting land and sailing into Poverty Bay the place on which Cook first set his foot was 

along the true left bank of the Turanganui River, right near the centre of modern day Gisborne. 

Time 

The moment of Cook’s landfall is recorded in at least three journals from the expedition: Cook’s, 

his naturalist Joseph Banks, and Banks’ helper Sydney Parkinson (see his image of the bay above). 

All three record this as being late afternoon, or  “in the evening” (Cook), sometime between 

4pm  and 6pm  ship or nautical time . 12 13 14

What happened in the short period Cook and his men were ashore makes fascinating reading, 

although space prevents me from going too much into them. These events provided important 

timing details and significant symbolic images that helped me hone in on the exact time of Cook’s 

leap off the small boat onto to beach.  Beyond that, they carry a confronting significance as an 

enduring myth or image forever linked with the founding of this nation, so eloquently captured in 

the chart’s symbolism. I hope to explore this in a future article. 

 From Banks’ journal, available at http://gutenberg.net.au/ebooks05/0501141h.html#aug1769. See under 12

the section 1769 October 8. Arrived New Zealand.

 see Joesph McKay (1949) Historic Poverty Bay And The East Coast, N.I., N.Z., p. 23, available at http://13

nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/tei-MacHist-t1-body-d3.html

 Time, and indeed dates, in nautical records can be confusing and complex. I have confirmed times used 14

in the logs and journals as being linked to GMT, not to local time (ie they are 12:00 house ahead of GMT) 
through their notes on the observation of the transit of Mercury in November, a precisely timeable 
astronomical event. Dates pose their own problems, with ships’ logs starting their 24-hour day at noon the 
day before.
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From extensive research on these events, including taking into consideration that they anchored 

around 4pm, had to row between (according to three separate journals) one-and-a-half and three 

nautical miles to shore (2.75-5.5km), briefly explored a side stream for a water supply, and had a 

short, intense encounter with the local Maori, both of which probably lasted no longer than half-

an-hour at the most, and were back on the ship by 6pm, I narrowed this window down to the 

forty-five minutes between 4:35pm and 5:20pm ship time .  15

Subsequent rectification based on a large range of events in New Zealand’s history has satisfied 

me that the meaningful event of Cook coming ashore took place on or around 5:11pm ship time, 

or 5:04pm LMT. I trust there will be things below and in an appendix published on my website, in 

which I explore this chart against key historic moments and through significant planetary cycles, 

that will satisfy those wanting evidence to support this rectified time. 

Date 

Curiously, settling on the date proved even more tricky than the time! According to Cook’s ship 

log, he came ashore in the evening on the 9th October 1769. As mentioned in footnote 14 above 

the nautical or ship day began at noon the day before the midnight at which civil day begins . 16

Thus Cook’s date in fact refers to civil 8th October 1769. However, Cook didn’t make any 

longitudinal adjustments for the fact that he had travelled more than 180º west from Greenwich, 

over what would now be 12 time zones; I have used his logging of the transit of Mercury, a 

precisely time-able astronomical event, to show that his dates are not adjusted for this . 17

So, his coming ashore was actually on the 9th October in civil or local time. 

With this year being the 250th anniversary of Cook’s arrival, getting this date right hasn’t only been 

my concern . Decorated anthropologist Dame Anne Salmond, an advocate of commemorating 18

this historic and fateful encounter between Maori and European , has thought through this 19

confusion around the date of arrival, including having it checked with navigational experts at the 

National Maritime Museum in Greenwich, London. She is of the opinion that the 8th of October is, 

in fact, the appropriate if not ‘correct’ date to use for his arrival (pers. comm.). Whilst I am still 

convinced of the logic behind my argument for the 9th October, and wonder whether the advice 

 4:35pm ship time is 4:27pm LMT, there being around 8 minutes difference between these at this location.15

 So, nautical 9th October (the date in Cook logs his arrival) begins at noon on the civil (terrestrial) 8th 16

October.

 He logs Mercury’s transit as starting at 07:20:58 on the 9th November, nautical time (converts to 19:20:58 17

UT on the 8th November. Wikipedia lists this as starting at 19:23 UT on the 9th November.

 For example see http://tairawhitigisborne.co.nz/visit/events/te-hā-1769-2019-sestercentennial/ 18

 https://www.pressreader.com/new-zealand/the-press/20130312/28160812286524919
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Salmond received came more from “widely accepted international convention”  (my italics) 20

rather than technical accuracy aimed at astronomical/astrological precision, after much thought I 

have made the decision to defer to their considered opinion (albeit for subtly different reasons) 

and to commonly accepted tradition  and choose the 8th October. 21

Of course a whole day makes a significant difference astrologically, with the Moon moving slightly 

over 12º right to the end of Capricorn on the 9th October, among other more subtle yet still 

significant changes. But given the way I have approached the rectification, were I to have opted 

for the 9th the resulting chart would have looked, other than with the Moon’s placement, 

remarkably similar, and the rectified time been to within 4 minutes . However, this aside, to have 22

full confidence in the resulting birth chart - beyond being convinced by its radicality and 

responsiveness to astrological timing methods against historical events - I have had to be 

convinced of the date’s collective significance, which, I believe, Salmond and others, along with 

historic record and tradition, and public sentiment, have shown the 8th October to have. 

The move to go with the ‘wrong’ date has been received with some consternation by some 

astrologers, who believe it my duty to orient the chart to the correct astronomical facts by timing 

Cook’s footfall for the 9th October. Whilst I admit I have found the empirical evidence of the 

accuracy of the chart for the 8th most compelling, I 

would also point out that I have been strongly 

influenced by ideas put forth by the Company of 

Astrologers, along with my own thinking and 

research, on the curiously mercurial nature of the 

astrological moment. The ‘wrong’ chart could almost 

be seen as seeking to nudge itself forward, through 

subtle means such as synchronicity, illogical accepted 

conventions and the collective imagination. A 

discussion on this move is beyond the intention of 

 Which appears to prioritise the recorded date over the correct astronomical date.20

 For example the commemorative obelisk erected in 1906 at the approximate site of the skirmish between 21

Cook’s men and local Maori within minutes of the landing has the words “This Memorial Is Erected to 
Commemorate The First Landing In New Zealand At Poverty Bay Of Captain Cook On Sunday, 8th October, 
1769”. https://www.captaincooksociety.com/home/detail/cook-landing-site-gisborne-new-zealand

 As well as the significant changes in lunar aspects, I have put some time into exploring transits to both 22

Moon positions (17ºCapricorn for the 8th October and 29ºCapricorn for 9th October), and find the resonance 
of transits to 17ºCap far more compelling. See below for more on this.
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this article, but I may explore it further in the future . 23

Although some might argue that the decisive gesture in the European settlement of New Zealand 

was the raising of the Union Jack some weeks later at Mercury Bay on the 15th November, when 

Cook “after displaying the English Colours, (I) took formal possession of the place in the Name of 

His Majesty” , according to Sydney 24

Parkinson’s reliable eye witness records 

this had already happened in Poverty 

Bay at or around the time of first 

landing. But I would argue, anyway, 

that on symbolic grounds alone Cook’s 

landing represents the more significant 

gesture by which to time a meaningful 

chart. 

To summarise these sections, despite 

the confusion around dating Cook’s 

actual arrival into Poverty Bay and my 

choice to ignore the concrete evidence 

that his arrival was in fact the next day, I 

propose a new astrological map for 

New Zealand based on Cook’s 

celebrated first footfall on Aotearoa soil 

at 5:04pm LMT on the 8th October 
1769, set for Gisborne (chart shown to 

right). 

 See The Moment of Astrology by Geoffrey Cornelius for an extensive, penetrating and even subversive 23

exploration of this theme. An intriguing and most significant synchronicity must be shared here: straight 
after I first presented this material at a conference I was approached by a woman who told me she had two 
genealogical connections with the Endeavour’s botanist Joseph Banks. Her mother had always insisted she 
was born on the 9th October, but, at age 60, she obtained the original birth certificate to discover that she 
was, in fact, born on the 8th October!

 From Cook’s ship’s journal, edited by W.J.L. Wharton, 1893. See https://www.gutenberg.org/files/24

8106/8106-h/8106-h.htm. But see also William Colenso’s article rsnz.natlib.govt.nz/volume/rsnz_10/
rsnz_10_00_000760.html on this theme.
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New Zealand (Cook)
Natal Chart

Sunday, 8 October 1769

5:04:00 PM LMT
Gisborne, New Zealand
Tropical Placidus Mean Node
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Rectification 
Whilst I won’t offer a full description of the extensive rectification procedure used to settle on a 

time for this chart, below are a few key directions that helped empirically to back up my decision 

to settle with the 8th of October, and a few further comments on the rectification process. 

The technical considerations that helped me to decide between the 8th and 9th arose out of the 

consequent Moon placements. Given the approximate time of footfall was clear, the Moon would 

be placed at either around 17º Capricorn (8th) or 29º Capricorn (9th). Relevant events were set 

against secondary progressions, solar arc directions and transits to, and from, both Moon 

positions. Here are a few of these, relevant to the placement of the Moon on the 8th, that is at 17º 

Capricorn (orbs are quoted for a 5:04pm LMT chart): 

Uranus transits to 17º Capricorn Moon 

Opposition in 1868/69: Maori leaders Te Kooti and Titokowaru instigated strong resistance 

movements in the New Zealand wars. As the Tangata Whenua I argue that Maori have 

particular association with Moon (as ruler of the 4th house). 

Conjunction in 1909: The formation of the Federation of Labour, a highly politicised affiliation of 

unions based on radical American models. Note in this chart Moon rules the 4th house of the 

People and is in the organisation sign of Capricorn. 

Conjunction in 1992: Major housing reform, including the commercialisation of state housing 

(again, note the symbolic connection with the 4th house and Capricorn). 

Pluto transits to 17º Capricorn Moon 

Square in 1840: Signing of the Treaty of Waitangi (see chart above). Orb 0º09’. 

Opposition in 1928-30: the beginning of the Great Depression; the severe Murchison earthquake 

on 17th June 1929 (R7.3). Orb 0º01’. ‘Black Saturday’ in Samoa on 28th December 1929. Orb 

1º30’. 

Conjunction in 2016-17: Kaikoura Earthquake (R7.8). Orb 1º49’ (Moon ruler of the 4th house of the 

land); Jacinda Ardern becomes Prime Minister. Orb 0º11 (Moon in 10th in Capricorn a symbol 

of feminine leadership). 

Solar Arcs onto and from 17º Capricorn Moon 

SA Pluto conjunct Moon: At Grass Cove in Queen Charlotte Sound on 17th December 1773 ten 

members of Cook’s second expedition were killed and eaten and two Maori killed, in the worst 

altercation in Cook’s three extensive visits. Orb 0º04’S. 

SA Jupiter conjunct Moon: The first Wesleyan Mission established on 6th June 1823. Orb 0º07’A. 

SA Moon conjunct IC: Election of first female MP on 13th September 1933. Orb 0º07’. 
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SA Moon opposite Pluto: NZ general orders the destruction of a monastery in the Battle of 

Monte Cassino in Italy, on the 15th March 1944, resulting in one of the most costly days for New 

Zealand in World War II. Orb 0º09’A. 

I also looked for similarly well symbolised events for the chart drawn for the 9th October, with the 

Moon placement at 29ºCapricorn, but found none remotely as compelling or as close. It’s 

important to note that at this stage in the rectification process I was convinced by my discovery 

that Cook had in fact landed on the 9th October, so was dismayed to observe the lack of fitting 

directions to support it. 

In terms of honing the time, an early decision involved which side of about 5pm nautical time  25

within the narrowed time window of 4:35pm - 5:20pm to position the decisive timing moment in 

Cook’s landing, his footfall . Before 4:59:36pm, Pisces rises; after, Aries. The implications of this 26

decision are major, given all four angles move sign and at times around 5pm all other house cusps 

change signs. The Ascendant carries a picture of the core myths that organise a nation, its salient 

national characteristics and self-image. It seemed clear that Aries was the correct Ascendant for a 

variety of reasons, including the NZ cultural identity (competitive and sporty, pioneering, 

independent with the sustained ‘Man Alone’ myth, initiating ‘can do’ attitude, belief that the 

nation “packs a lot of punch” for its size etc.), but, significantly, also the confrontational start 

within the birth story of this nation . Mars in Libra (polite and friendly, peace- and justice-27

motivated, socially restrained aggression) makes a much more appropriate chart ruler for New 

Zealand than Jupiter in Scorpio. 

The commitment to a Aries Ascendant narrowed my proposed time window down to between 

5pm and 5:20pm (nautical time), which I then narrowed further using a variety of standard 

astrological timing methods against an extensive list of timed events throughout New Zealand 

history. As I saw event after event show themselves so perfectly, even poignantly, symbolised by a 

birth time between 5:10 - 5:13pm (nautical time) my strong inclination towards Aries rising was 

validated . Convinced of a time between 5:11 and 5:12, I used one of the most important events 28

 All time references in this section refer to nautical time. Bear in mind this is approximately 8 minutes 25

ahead of local mean time, the time used for the purposes of calculating horoscopes for that period.

 Although practically quite feasible, given the events that transpired that afternoon this may indeed not 26

correspond with actual act of Cook stepping ashore. What I am looking for is more the time which carries 
the symbolic gravity of this event. Just as I have worked successfully with clients who time their birth from 
the severing of the umbilicus as well as the more usual moment of first breath.

 Within half an hour of landing a local had been killed; another one the next day, and then two or three 27

others a few days later.

 I include a list of some of the more important events and their associated astrological directions in an 28

appendix on my website.
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in New Zealand history, the signing of the Treaty of Waitangi on the 6th of February 1840, as my 

‘anchor’ direction, setting my proposed time for when the Ascendant progressed into Gemini at 

5:11:49pm. This converts to 5:03:53pm LMT, which I’ve rounded to 5:04pm. 

Here is a small sample of some of these directions which help pinpoint or corroborate the time to 

within 1-3 minutes. The symbolic links to the chart are mostly obvious so won’t be spelled out, but 

I encourage you to explore their relevance and connection yourself. 

Progressed Sun enters Sagittarius, just inside the 9th house when the first Christian mission 

station was founded in December 1814. 

Solar Arc Uranus conjunct IC for the beginning of the Musket Wars in November 1821. Whilst 

not immediate obvious symbolism the introduction of this technological warfare was an 

immensely shocking game-changer that radically altered and escalated inter-tribal warfare. 

Solar Arc Moon conjunct Ascendant for the enacting of legislation that allowed private land 

sales on 26th March 1844. 

Solar Arc Mars conjunct Midheaven for the founding of the NZ Army on the 25th March 1845, 

and Hone Heke’s defiant symbolic gesture of cutting down the Waitangi flagpole four times 

(last time on 11th March 1845). 

Progressed Midheaven conjunct progressed Uranus for the granting of universal suffrage on 

18th September 1893, the first country in the world to do so. This was also during the transiting 

Uranus opposition, and within three weeks of a solar eclipse at 16º46’ Libra, only 0º12’ from the 

chart’s Mars - chart ruler. 

Total Solar Eclipse on 10th house Pluto (1º away) within 3 weeks of parliament burning down on 

11th December 1907. 

Progressed Sun conjunct Ascendant for the election of the first Labour government on the 6th 

December 1935. The Prime Minister elect, Michael Joseph Savage, without doubt the closest 

New Zealand has ever had to political royalty, has his Sun precisely on this point, 2º Aries. 

Progressed MC and ASC move simultaneously into Cancer and Libra respectively for NZ 

joining the United Nations (ratified 19th September 1945). 

Transit of Saturn at 2º01’ Libra, 0º30’ from Descendant, when the ANZUS treaty was signed on 

1st September 1951. 

Transiting tight cardinal grand cross, (Jupiter-Uranus, Moon, Saturn, and Pluto at 2º29’ 
Capricorn, 0º02’ from MC), on all four angles, at the intense and destructive Darfield 

earthquake (R7.2) on 4th September 2010, followed within months by the catastrophic 

Christchurch earthquake (R6.2) on 22nd February 2011, with similar though less tight transits. 

Solar Arc Uranus conjunct Moon for the rapid rise, then unexpected election, of Jacinda Ardern 

on 20th October 2017. Transiting Pluto was also conjunct Moon (orb 0º17’). These were 
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accompanied by Progressed MC on Neptune, such an apt image of ‘Jacindamania’, the 

public’s adulation and redemptive projections onto her at the time. 

Radicality 
A chart is of little relevance - no matter how historically indicated - if it is unable to yield 

symbolism accurately reflective of that which it is describing, both through basic natal placements 

and timing measures such as transits and progressions. At the risk of apparent circular reasoning, 

above I have outlined some ways Aries rising and the ruling Mars in Libra show themselves quite 

clearly in New Zealand’s national identity, along with the events used in rectification previously 

discussed - many of very tight orb - which show the chart as highly sensitive to transits and 

progressions. To add to this, below I list a few ways I see the chart expressive of the nation and 

people of New Zealand  and a quick tour through the Saturn returns. Both add weight to the 29

chart as a potent and sensitive map of this country. 

National Characteristics 

• Pragmatism and earthy nature - Moon in Capricorn. Grand Trine in Earth. 

• Polite, friendly, fair, conflict-shy, egalitarian - Libra Sun and ruling planet. 

• The significance of the feminine in leadership  - Moon in Capricorn in the 10th house. 30

• “Tall Poppies” syndrome  - Saturn in Leo (fear/suppression of shining) in the 4th house; humble 31

Venus in Virgo dispositor of the Sun and chart ruler Mars. 

• Very ‘other-centred’ nation, reliant on agreements and treaties and trading partnerships - 7th 

house Sun and chart ruler. 

• Traditional economic importance of the sheep industry - Aries on the 2nd cusp. 

• Despite challenges to this, an underlying strong and enduring tie with the UK - Moon on the UK 

Sun at 10º Capricorn. 

• “No. 8 wire”  resourcefulness and inventiveness - Uranus in Taurus in the 2nd house, trine 32

Moon. 

• “Clean and Green”: The image of environmental purity - Venus, conjunct Neptune, in Virgo 

(suggesting something of its illusionary nature). 

• Publicly projected image of cultural integration and relative harmony, belying friction and 

inequality  - Sun-Mars in Libra, in tense square with Moon-Pluto. 

 drawing on the Masters thesis of Micha Sander Stereotypes About New Zealand: Culture, Contact, and 29

National Identity, Massy University, 2004.

 Borne out historically through key positions within politics and business held by women30

 cutting down anyone who seeks to rise above anyone else, considered a strong trait of New Zealanders.31

 Referring to the generalisation that New Zealanders can repair anything with fencing wire.32
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• ‘Mateship’, the rather ‘blokey' bonding, especially in male friendships - Mars-Sun in Libra in the 

7th house. 

• High use of alcohol - Moon trine Neptune. 

• High levels of domestic violence and (youth) suicide - Moon-Pluto square Mars 

Saturn Returns 

Saturn in Leo in the 4th on the cusp of the 5th rules the 10th house of government & ruling 

authority, international image and collective aspirations. Bear this in mind as I list all but the first of 

the Saturn Returns along with key associated events, some rather playful yet symbolically 

resonant: 

2. 1828-29: Wakefield proposes colonisation. 

3. 1858: first Maori King crowned (5ºA). 

4. 1887-88: PM Atkinson applies “prudence, restraint and self-sufficiency” to curb a deep 

depression 

5. 1916-17: first Governor General (0º41’A) 

6. 1946-47: Statute of Westminster adopted Nov 1947, granting NZ full autonomy from the UK. 

7. 1975-76: Waitangi Tribunal established Nov 1975 (0º42’ station); Montreal Olympics boycott 

July 1976 (3ºS) 

8. 2005: PM David Lange (Leo) dies; Prince William tours during Lions tour July (exact). 

Finally I would like to look briefly at the New Zealand chart against the Christchurch shootings on 

the 15th March 2019, given this event occurred after I had completed the work on this chart and 

presented my findings at the Auckland astrology conference in December 2018. In a sense it acts 

as a possible support of this chart. 

With the transiting Saturn-Pluto conjunction, at less than a 4º orb, on the chart’s Moon I think we 

have here a tragic but significant confirmation of the chart’s time and my choice of date. With 

Moon as 4th house ruler, conjunct Pluto and square Mars-Sun (which forms the most striking - and 

challenging - signature in this chart), here’s the image of the intense trauma suffered by the 

people of New Zealand, and, with Moon being in the 10th and in the authoritative sign of 

Capricorn, a reflection of the intense pressures on the Prime Minister, Jacinda Ardern. Transiting 

Chiron within 1º of the Ascendant seems also very poignant.  
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Conclusions 
This article has been prepared in order to record the justification, history, complicating factors and 

necessary rectification of what I consider a very significant map for the nation of Aotearoa/New 

Zealand, one I believe very worthy of further study and incorporating into our mundane practices. 

In a future article I would like to share further explorations of it historically and predictively, 

demonstrating its aliveness using techniques such as synastry, composite charts, astro-

cartography, local space vectors, eclipse analyses, and various timing techniques. Through a 

standard planet disposition, reception, aspect and house analysis, including investing particular 

significations in the planetary symbolism as a way of connecting this chart deeply with the entity it 

is imaging and so doing bringing it really alive, I hope to show that this chart offers forth exciting 

opportunities for understanding the country and culture/s, enabling more incisive and useful 

predictions, and showing the almost luminous vibrancy of a chart that profoundly and elegantly 

works. 
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