
In the footsteps of Pythia 
the modern practice of divination

Graham has been a professional astrologer for over 20 
years, and is an experienced retreat leader, He has 
studied horary, astrology’s explicitly divinatory 
practice, with Geoffrey Cornelius. He’s also worked 
extensively with the I Ching and has four years training 
in Process Oriented Psychology, which embraces a 
divinatory approach to personal and social growth.

To book or for more info please contact Graham on 0204 1056664 or graham@grahamibell.com

Pricing: 
$390 for the weekend if $100 deposit received by 31st July, 
$420 thereafter. There is an optional additional charge of $30 if 
you need bedding provided. 

Bank Account: Graham Ibell 38-9007-0344739-00 

As there are only 14 places, make sure you book early. A single 
work-exchange bursary may available.
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Fern is passionate about both Tarot and Astrology. She 
has been practicing both disciplines for 45 years and 
been teaching them since the early 1990s. She has 
travelled extensively in her research of Tarot history 
and lore, has presented at international and national 
conferences, and organised several significant Tarot 
events.

Anita combines her day job as an academic with pagan 
practice, including observing the changing seasons in 
circles with others. She has an interest in a range of 
divinatory traditions such as Runes, Astrology, and 
Tarot. Her approach incorporates a long standing 
interest in ritual, symbol, myth, and art.  
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The Retreat:          
This retreat provides a unique and exciting opportunity to work 
with different divinatory systems, share approaches and 
methodologies, discuss the ethical, philosophical and 
archetypal dimensions, and offer insight and reflection on each 
others divinations. 

Sessions will be focused around four major divinatory methods: 
the Tarot, the Runes, Astrology and the I Ching, but others may 
also be included, including dream work, nature divination and 
more. In a fun and creative activity we will be building our own 
personalised divination kit. We will be learning how to foster a 

divinatory attitude in life, enabling us to better read paths of 
best fortune. And we will we carrying out and workshopping 
our own divination that we bring to - or arises out of - the 
retreat 

Ideally you will have some background in one or more of these 
main systems, but this is certainly not essential. What is most 
important is openness, trust, curiosity and the ability to work 
with symbol.

Venue: Strathean Retreat Centre is 
situated in Te Horo, about 5 km south of 
Otaki and towards the Tararua Ranges. 
This is about an hour’s drive from either 
Wellington or Palmerston Nth. 

The main house in the Centre (see www.stratheanretreat.nz), 
which is set in large peaceful gardens, includes 8 bedrooms, 
sleeping between 1 and 4 people, a large and well-equipped 
kitchen, large dining area, and full bathroom facilities. We will 
be working from a sunny and light workshop space, made cosy 
with a log fire. There are delightful sheltered places around the 
house to soak in the sun, patches of forest for contemplation, 
quiet roads for walks, and easy access to bush and river. 

To keep costs down and foster a friendly retreat we will all be 
contributing one dish to the lunch and dinner meals, preferably 
vegetarian. Friday dinner, breakfasts and extras, including home 
baking, will be provided.

Divination:     
Humans beings have always asked for external guidance - 
whether from the ancestors, the gods, nature or the 
unconscious. Until recently this was carried out by a trained 
seer, a shaman, priestess or priest. We are now being called to 
develop our own personal conversation with the divine, hence 
many are using various divination systems regularly in our own 
lives, whether the quick flip of a coin to make a simple decision 
or the slow contemplative spread of cards to help us clarify a 
preoccupying issue. 

Meaning “to be inspired by a god’, divination uses ritual 
through which omens or signs reveal themselves so as to guide 
our lives. Not intended to replace personal agency modern 
divination supports an individual’s decision making through 
showing something of the flow of the river that underpins our 
lives.

To book or for more info please contact Graham on 0204 1056664 or graham@grahamibell.com
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