
A Tale of Two Cities: Birth Charts for Wellington and Auckland
by Graham Ibell

Part 1: Wellington
Having cut my astrological teeth in Bristol, UK, I was always intrigued by the horoscope of 
the city1. In it I found a reflection of the warmth of the city (stellia in Leo and Aries), its 
pride, the tolerance and forward-thinking nature (Sun-con-Ura), its north-south split (Gem 
rising), and its recent renaissance (Uranus transiting through Aquarius, opposing the Leo 
stellium and across the MC).

Moving back to New Zealand a couple of years ago, I became interested in the mundane 
charts relevant to this country. After the charts of New Zealand herself2 I was interested in 
the chart of the city Iʼd chosen to settle in: Wellington. My enquiries in the small 
astrological community here yielded nothing, so I started my own research. This has lead 
me to an on-going fascination with New Zealandʼs mundane astrology, in particular the 
charts of our cities.

In this two-part article I will introduce the birth charts of the two major New Zealand cities - 
very different from one another despite their birth in the same year - give evidence of their 
aptness, and explore some future transits.

The chart of a city, as with a chart of a nation, is generally drawn for a founding moment 
such as an official charter, a land purchase or a deliberate symbolic act, the laying of a 
foundation stone, for example. As with any mundane birth chart it is a symbolic 
encapsulation of the entity, describing its ʻcharacterʼ, image and myths, its leadership, 
finances, institutions, infrastructures, its people, in fact its whole ʻpersonalityʼ and workings.  
And with transits and progressions, it allows us to explore and understand the cityʼs 
unfolding through time, including the challenges and opportunities it meets as it grows and 
develops3.
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1 Bristol was given a charter by Edward III, the first town in England, on 8th August 1373, 12 noon, Bristol.

2 The charts I am using are: (i) Tasmanʼs sighting, 13th December 1642, 11:30am (“just before noon”), off 
Okarito, NZ (approx. 43S, 168E); (ii) Cookʼs Arrival (first landing) 8th October 1760, 5:16pm LMT, Gisborne, 
NZ (my rectification, based on Cookʼs logs); (iii) Treaty of Waitangi, first signing, 6th February 1840, 10:52am, 
Waitangi, NZ (time from Richard Pattee Paul, personal communication); (iv) Dominion status public 
announcement , 26th September 1907, 10:51am, Wellington, NZ (from Michael Baigent in Mundane 
Astrology).

3 A full discussion of the significance of such mundane charts is beyond the scope of this article, and I refer 
interested readers to books such as Charles Carterʼs An Introduction of Political Astrology (L. N. Fowler, 
1951), or Mundane Astrology: an introduction to the astrology of nations and groups, by Michael Baigent, 
Nicholas Campion and Charles Harvery (Aquarian Press, 1984. Reprinted by Harper Collins) or at the 
excellent web site http://www.skyscript.co.uk/books.html#ma
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New Zealand having been settled first by Maori presents some interesting challenges to 
the astrologer. Clearly, without the Maori having a pre-European written history nor an 
interest in the specificity of time necessary to an astrologer, it is impossible to produce 
precise horoscopes for pre-European settlement. So, we must bear in mind that any chart 
based on settlement that we construct is part of the on-going story of this land. It must be 
seen as carrying with it the the spirit, focus or 
intentions of the settlers. Moreover, such charts will 
be an encapsulation of a town as a colonial, 
European entity, and must be interpreted from this 
perspective.

A chart for Wellington

The date I have chosen for Wellingtonʼs settlement is 
the the day on which the barque Aurora arrived and 
anchored in the harbour, just off Somes/Matiu Island: 
22nd January 1840. The Aurora was the first ship to 
arrive from the UK bringing pioneer settlers, who were being bought here by the New 
Zealand Company with the express aim of founding a settlement in the confines of the 
harbour of Port Nicholson. Initially this settlement, called ʻBritanniaʼ, was situated near the 
banks of the Heretaunga (now Hutt) River in Petone. But within a few months the 
settlement was abandoned due to trials by water (floods)4, fire and earth (-quakes)5, to 
Thorndon, near the present heart of Wellington city.6

Obtaining the time was more difficult. I eventually found some useful documents through 
Archives New Zealand. One was the diary of John Howard Wallace, a passenger on the 
Aurora. He recorded that they anchored in the morning beside a trading barque (the 
ʻHelenaʼ, though in the captainʼs log it is referred to as the ʻElaineʼ) from Sydney that had 
arrived at the same time, having tacked into the harbour together.

The other was the captain Rhodesʼ log from the ʻElaineʼ, stating - in beautiful but almost 
indecipherable cursive - “7 AM (dropped?) anchor in company with the Aurora to (East?) of 
the island [Somes]”.

Shipping in this era worked with a time adjusted for longitude, as opposed to the Local 
Mean Time adopted on land. Thus, 7 AM for Mr Rhodes is 6:39am LMT.
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4 A flood destroyed the settlement on 2nd March 1840

5 A fire destroyed many buildings on the same night as the settlementʼs first earthquake: 4:40am on 26th May 
1840.

6 Despite this early relocation, I have kept the chart drawn for the Petone side of Somes Island. The 
relocation to Wellington makes only subtle differences.
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One, of course, could 
argue that the boat 
anchoring doesnʼt 
necessarily constitute 
Wellingtonʼs 
founding. What about 
setting foot ashore 
(which, according to 
J.H. Wallaceʼs diary, 
happened later that 
day, when some fine 
pigeons were shot), 
or erecting the first 
house? But this 
remains a timed and 
appropriate symbol 
of an highly 
significant stage in 
the settlement of 
Wellington. Moreover 
it is, as I hope to 
show, highly radical.

Before obtaining 
these documents I 
had attempted to 
rectify the chart, 
based on a morning 
arrival of the boat 

(the Aurora had been anchored at the harbour entrance for 2 days, waiting for the 
Northerly winds to abate, so I had presumed an early morning entry), and had settled on 
6:43 am LMT. So you can imagine how satisfied I was to read Captain Rhodesʼ log entry.

Some of the rectification pointers I had been worked with were:
1) an angular Mars (in the air sign Aquarius), given the fame of the winds in the city;
2) the destructive 1855 earthquake, the areaʼs most severe in European times (9:11pm 

23rd January 1855, 8.2 Richter). This not only flattened most of the settlement, but 
had also raised much of the seabed around the harbour, enabling expansion. 
[Uranus at the time of the earthquake was at 12Tau42, with the previous Lunar 
eclipse (November 1854)  at 12TauSco15, hence my choice of IC]7
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7 An intriguing aspect of this chart for Wellington is when it is progressed to the 1855 earthquake the 
planetary positions are almost identical to that of the Treaty of Waitangi. This resulting chart is, in fact, the 
chart of 6:45am on the day of the Treaty signing. A tantalising connection!

Wellington 
Natal Chart
Wednesday, January 22, 1840
6:43:00 AM LMT 
near Somes Island, New Zealand
41S15  /  174E52
January 21, 1840
7:03:32 PM GMT 
Tropical Placidus True Node
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3) the ʻWahineʼ storm of 10th April 1968, in which the passenger ferry Wahine was 
wrecked at the entrance to Wellington Harbour with the loss of 53 lives. [progressed 
MC conjuncts progressed Ura]8

It is interesting to note the solar eclipses around the time of ʻBritanniaʼs settlement: 8th 
September 1839 at 14Vir34 and 4th March 1840 at 13Pis42. Both closely aspect 
Wellingtonʼs Uranus at 13Pis58. The latter date corresponded almost to the day with the 
destruction of the settlement in a flood of the Hutt River (2nd March 1840).

As can be seen above and in the footnote below, Wellingtonʼs Uranus, as co-ruler of the 
Ascendant and Sun and being in close aspect to the MC/IC, is of quite some significance 
in the fate of this city.

Whilst I am happy with the symbolism of the transit of Uranus over the IC linking with the 
earthquake of 1855 (which occurred the day after the 15th anniversary of the townʼs 
settlement) it is also interesting to see in Wellingtonʼs solar return for 1855 an almost exact 
Neptune-Moon conjunction centred on 14Pis17, directly on the point of the natal Uranus, 
and the peri-natal eclipses. Earth-shaker Poseidon/Neptune strikes the earth with his 
trident…9

Radicality

Though I have only lived on the periphery of Wellington for two years and am therefore not 
in a strong place to make interpretations of this chart, the following list gives some of my 
observations and thoughts on the chartʼs appropriateness for Wellington:

•Wellingtonians like to see themselves (to quote various promotional websites) as “leading 
edge”, “outside the box”, “innovative”, “independent” and “eclectic”, all highly apt for a 
Aquarian city, with a Moo-opp-Ura. The city prides itself on being “the most ʻfully wiredʼ city 
in the most ʻfully wireʼ country in the world” (referring to internet access - see http://
www.wellingtonnz.com/about_wellington/wellington_facts/connectivity)

•The Moon in a mundane chart rules the people: in this chart we see Moon in Virgo, the 
sign of the public servant. Moreover, Moon rules the 6th house, house of the cityʼs workers. 
as the capital city, there is no New Zealand city with a higher proportion working in the 
public service.
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8 The Wahine was launched at 2:30 pm on 14th July 1965 in Glasgow. Her Moon, at 01Aqu10, precisely 
conjuncts Wellingtonʼs Sun. She has a Ura-con-Plu (squaring the nodal axis) at 12-14ºVir, very closely 
opposite Wellingtonʼs Uranus.

9 We can also see this degree linked with floods, as might be expected. Wellingtonʼs worst flood (said to be a 
ʻonce in 700-yearʼ flood) on 20th December 1976 had a Neptune-Moon conjunction at 14Sag13, very closely 
square Wellingtonʼs Uranus (see Flood Weather, by Erick Brenstrum, www.civildefence.govt.nz/
MEMWebsite.nsf/Files/Chapter1/.../Chapter1.pdf).
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•Wellingtonʼs wealth (2nd house) is tied up with its prestige at being the seat of 
government: Jupiter, one of the 2nd house rulers, is in the 10th house (the government). 
The other 2nd house ruler, Neptune in Aquarius in the 12th house, symbolises wealth 
through the (technical) film industry.

•The Battle of Manners Street, a racially induced brawl between US Marines and NZ 
troops, happened (6:00 pm, 3rd April 1943) as progressed Sun (13Ta33) conjuncted pMar 
(13Tau42) opposite pJup (13Sco58), across natal MC/IC within 0º32ʼ or less.

•I was intrigued to see this Wellington chart reveal some resonance through the Local 
Space locality astrology. In the map below I have relocated the chart from its natal 

placement off Somes Island to Thorndon, as discussed above. It shows the  directions 
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Above: Local Space Map of the birth chart of 
Wellington, centred on the Wellington harbour. 
Note particularly the direction of Pluto, found at 
17º Aries in Wellingtonʼs chart, which passes 
through Barretts Reef.

Wellington (Aurora arrives)
Natal Chart
January 22, 1840
6:43:00 AM LMT 
near Somes Island, New Zealand
Tropical Placidus
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Left: Chart of the Wahine Disaster: April 10th 
1968, 6:40am, Wellington (Placidus houses). 
This was the moment the ship was driven 
onto Barretts Reef.
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(azimuth) in which each planet was found at the moment of the Auroraʼs arrival10. It is in 
these specific directions, at any distance, that one can expect the planets - the gods - to 
manifest.

One can see the Pluto line passing almost directly through Barretts Reef, the site of the 
sinking of the Wahine in 196811. As the accompanying chart of the defining moment of the 
sinking reveals, Pluto in the Wellington chart, at 17Ari00 and in the 3rd house of transport, 
was receiving pertinent transits at this time (Sat, NN, Sun and Asc all within a 2º arc of 
natal Pluto). I am not necessarily suggesting this as a predictive tool, but itʼs an interesting 
way to see the charts symbolism come alive.

•In the late 1990s Lord of the Rings fever was rising to fever pitch in Wellington, as 
Neptune, the planet ruling the film industry, was entering Aquarius, passing over the cityʼs 
Sun and through the 12th house, house of the film industry.

•Venus in Sagittarius and ruler of the chartʼs 9th house has obvious links to the cityʼs 
universities (and shows the strength of the law faculty here). In the early 2000s, as Pluto 
(natally in a close trine to Venus) transited across Venus by conjunction we saw the 
establishment of Massey university in Wellington, bringing about significant changes in the 
cityʼs university scene, including the inevitable power struggles.

•According to the 2001 census Wellingtonians are the most qualified of any New Zealand 
city, shown also by this Venus placement, as well as the emphasis in Air and prominence 
of Jupiter at the MC.

•Itʼs amusing to see Jupiter in Scorpio at the mid-heaven (a city/nationʼs projected image), 
given the city councilʼs promotional phrase: “Absolutely (Scorpio) Positively (Jupiter) 
Wellington”!

The future

Watch the next couple of monthsʼ Mars transit through Wellingtonʼs chart. An important 
roading decision for the city and beyond was made in December last year (natally Mars 
ruling the 3rd house of the cityʼs transport infrastructure), just a few days before the station 
to retrograde of Mars at the Descendant. No doubt some hot (Leo) opposition (7th house, 
opposite natal Mars) will emerge as Mars catches up with its stationary point and crosses 
the Descendant (mid-late May 2010)

! A Tale of Two Cities part 1: Wellington

www.grahamibell.co.nz! p.6/7

10 As this is not intended to be an introduction to this rich and fascinating technique, for more on local space 
astrology see Martin Davisʼ Astrolocality Astrology: A guide to what it is and how to use it. The Wessex 
Astrologer, Bournemouth, England, 1999, or the web article at http://www.astrologysoftware.com/resources/
articles/getarticle.asp?ID=50

11 This is New Zealandʼs best-known maritime disaster, in which an inter-island ferry was sunk in one of the 
countryʼs worst storms on record. The time the ship was driven onto the reef was 6:40am on 10th April 1968, 
Wellington.
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In August 2012 Wellingtonʼs progressed Sun (in Cancer) will be in an exact square with 
pPluto, then three months later a trine with pUranus. Given Sun rules Wellingtonʼs 7th 
house of relations with others, treaties and enemies, could this suggest a falling out with 
one of the cityʼs sister cities? Or a city closer to home? Or might this be a more 
fundamental challenge to the cityʼs autonomy, security and identity, a forcing out of a 
radical new direction?

As most people living here would attest, we live with the constant knowledge that 
Wellington is vulnerable to an earthquake striking at anytime. This chart provides a 
tantalising opportunity for astrologers to attempt a prediction as to when this might occur. 
Whilst I am not about to do this, I would say that with the present Uranus - Pluto12 
alignment (2008 - 2018), which towards the end of this period will be making hard aspects 
to Wellingtonʼs natal Pluto, and with Neptune due to transit the cityʼs Uranus over 2016 - 
2018, it might be awfully tempting.

The next Jupiter-Saturn conjunction in 2020 is at 00Aqu29, almost precisely on 
Wellingtonʼs Sun, symbolising a whole new chapter for the city, perhaps ushering in a 
decade of expansion, more democratic leadership, and the forging of a new Wellington 
identity.

There is plenty more we might explore with this chart, and I invite you to put it to the test! 
In part II of this article I will look at the birth chart of the city of Auckland, a chart more 
historically verified and better-known in astrological circles.
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12 Seven out of ten of New Zealandʼs worst earthquakes (over 7 Richter) have occurred during a hard 
alignment of Uranus and Pluto. Two notable ones were the 1929 Murchison and the 1931 Napier, the latter 
also involving Saturn in the configuration - a situation we have over the period 2009-2011.
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